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The Corridor



Á DRC is the second largest 
country in Africa with about 
one million sq Km of forests, 
covering half of the national 
territory and representing 
more than 76% of the Congo 
Basin Forests.

Á The project is based in 
eastern DRC where Dr Kerry 
Bowman has been traveling 
annually for the last 25 years.



For Forests, Wildlife and Local Peoples



Deforestation 
Drivers 

Deforestation 
(0.3% in 2024) is 
mostly by:
Å Mining
Å Agriculture
Å Sources of energy
Å Demography
Å Poverty



Corridor Area 

Á 4% of pop growth/ year

Á98.6% of energy come 
from wood 

Á Mining provides 72% of 
local economy (western part 
of the corridor)

Á 12% of forest loss (2013 ï
2024)

Á83% of old growth (2024)



Kahuzi ť Biega Nat. Park

Itombwe Nature Reserve

Chiefdoms # CFCLs Area in ha Groupings 

Bakisi 6 250,947 2

Basile 5 84,735 7

Burhinyi 1 5,272 4

Luindi 5 25,705 6

Wamuzimu 7 205,526 11

Ngweshe 1 29,253 1

Total 25 601,438 31

We have helped communities 
securing 25 Forest Concessions of 
Local Communities (CFCLs), spanning 
more than 600,000ha, for which 23 
CFCLs have been granted titles. 





This additional 
area is owned 
by 12 Clans 
(Communities) 
and is 
scheduled to 
be legally 
secured by 
2028



Corridor Securing Status and Chiefdoms Contribution  
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Corridor Securization  Status

Secured Waiting for titles Documented Under process



The Corridor Film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fo0JxCtmIgY&t=1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fo0JxCtmIgY&t=1s


Communities



Á Permanent dialogues with ICCN

ÁBoundaries demarcation 

Á Villages documentation

Á Participatory mapping of conservation zones 

Ecological and management connectivity with protected areas



Traditional Knowledge 
and Science

Documenting local communitiesô 
traditional knowledge and practices 
and understanding how they have 
contributed to shape and maintaining 
the forests, is essential in forest and 
landscape restorations. 

This has improved our understanding 
of their contributions to maintain the 
forest and species intactness. We are 
now looking for ways to integrate them 
in formal conservation approaches. 
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